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Open Letter to Ms Positively Shawano 
         Lorna Marquardt, Christian Mayor 

                                                                                                WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created  equal… 
 

                 By Linda Gray                                           Manager of Spirit of the Northwoods        
 
 
Any mistakes are my own. 
 
In Issue Three of Life in Shawano, I touched on the illegal takeover of the USA International Raceway by 
Lorna Marquardt, the Christian Mayor of Shawano, Wisconsin, and her dedicated devotees. The Fourth 
Issue  will continue to chronicle her illegal activities against SIST. SIST, a non-profit organization, 
established for educational purposes has established businesses for the purpose of gaining revenue for the 
creation of an International Boarding School based on science and math. Because SIST’s Indian president is 
from India and he is not Chrisitian, he has been ruthlessly persecuted by Lorna, the Christian Mayor. 
 
 

 In my third issue I mention how USA International Raceway (USAir) 
with WKA (World Karting Association) Master tracks brought in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars into the community—food businesses, hotels/motels, 
entertainment and recreation fields, and area retail stores all benefited. Racers 
from across the country and racers from Germany, Italy, France, England, 
South America, and Australia competed in the International races held at 
USAir. 
 Yet Lorna, the Christian Mayor, was not happy. She didn’t want SIST’s 
contribution to the community to succeed. She never showed any support for 
what SIST was trying to accomplish for the community. All she ever showed 
was contempt through harassment.  
 Recently I came across an editorial piece from April 1, 2005, in the Evil 
Leader  (The Shawano Leader) where a frustrated lady exclaimed, “I just don’t 
get it! A business is planning to bring thousands of tourists to the Shawano 
County area and all Shawano City and Town of Wescott officials can do is talk 
about ordinances to hinder the event!”  
 Lorna walked hand-in-hand with Mike Schuler, Wescott Chairman, in 
opposing everything possible to do with USAir. 
 Now, when some of the big events were coming to the raceway like 
Stars of Karting, Lorna shined her horns and ploughed her seeds of bigotry 
against SIST by honing in on parking issues. Everything that SIST did to 
attempt to better the situation was rejected. 
 For example, USAir had an agreement with Midwest Amusement Park 
to use 1501 East Green Bay Street in Shawano for administration and 
registration purposes for the raceway. It would give a good place for racetrack 
parking. From there everyone would be shuttled to the track. Well, there was a 
big hullabaloo by the city and yours truly (Lorna).   
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Evil Leader’s articles tell part of the tale, of course they always indulge when it’s 
against SIST. 

� “Racetrack’s plan for off-site parking killed by council,” July 14, 2005 
� “City, Wescott will keep eyes on race event,” July 22, 2005 
� “City to cite Raceway on parking violation,” July 27, 2005 

This went on for a long time. Parking off the side of the road was an issue too. 
But USAir always made sure that there was no impediment of vision for motorists 
traveling the highway by USAir.  

Now, the parking issue was only during major events at the track. Consider this: 
 
 4th of July Fireworks at Shawano Airport 
 Mielke Theatre Folk Music Festival 
 Shawano County Fair and Speedway 
 
Cars are everywhere, including along the roadway.  They are not harassed by 

the police or the city. SIST is. Now, check this incident out. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 No parking signs were placed right before the big Stars of Karting  Race  on 
Saturday, August 5, 2006. 

 For the big Stars of Karting Race cars were parked in a lot that was 
purchased for parking when it started raining hard (August 6, 2006).  Cars were 
stuck and had to be pulled out. With no where else to park, they parked along 
the road. 
 The “No Parking” signs without warning were put up right before the 
big race August 5th. Shortly before the signs were to be put in place, a County 
Official said, that they are only temporary and that they could not be legally 
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enforced until a resolution was passed. So this official was forced to have the 
signs in before a resolution was even passed.   
 In the afternoon Sargeant Staber Cook for the Shawano County Sheriff 
paid a visit and stated, “You’re going to have to make an announcement for all 
these cars to be moved… and if you don’t make the announcement then I am 
going to write 23 citations.” Old Cook didn’t know that the management had 
been told that they could not be ticketed. Cook knew he had no legal right, yet, 
he was going to try to ram it through anyway because he belongs to the Lorna 
Party. He didn’t just appear. He was sent. 
 Notice the difference after the illegal receivership of  Midwest Amusement 
Park/USAir in 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Hole where one of the “No Parking” signs was pulled out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Notice the post. It shows holes where one of the No Parking signs had 
been. The highway along USAir now has no parking issues. Obviously a 
resolution was never passed.  But they persecuted SIST from 2004-2010. 
This is just one of many incidents of harassment against SIST by Lorna 
and her devotees. 
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Interesting to note that Lorna loves the George Bernard Shaw quote about 
community, which she quoted in her Evil Leader column, Saturday, April 9, 
2011, “I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole community, and as 
long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can….” 
 She can start by throwing out her bigotry against SIST. She is the one 
who has interfered with the tracks prosperity. It takes a lot of hard work to run 
a track, and SIST personnel did an excellent job of bringing their contribution 
to the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 She continues in her article to state that the “mayor-council system is the 
traditional and dominant form of city government in Wisconsin…the mayor is 
the chief executive officer.” She has shown her muscle and interfered in 
another business by SIST. This affects the community when Lorna’s bigotry 
overrides what is a good opportunity to prosper. 
 As I have stated before she treats SIST differently. 
 But for one of her buddies, Bob Zurko, in her Evil Leader’s weekly 
column, “Flea market has stood the test of time,” she oozes with devoted 
appreciation for a business that has been around for 41 years and that brings in 
about a 70 percent base of people from outside the area.  
 Great! Great! Great! Just love it, love it, love it. Treasure hunting and 
antiquing is in my line of interest that’s why Spirit of the Northwoods has some 
of both, plus lines of beautiful products, log furniture, and custom art; why we 
even do portraiture.  
 But shouldn’t we all have a chance to prosper? Never once has she 
applauded the revenue that SIST has brought into the area. She doesn’t even 
understand the meaning of “Community.” When it comes to SIST she is 
actively working to hurt the community and its economy. 
 
And as Confucius would say, “Never trust a red-headed Mayor with a long 
tale.” 


